
Courses, Levels and Objectives 

 

We are principally interested in teaching the students useful, communicative English.  

This involves such skills as using appropriate words (and gestures!) in particular contexts, 

and knowing how intonation and stress can affect meaning.  A written syllabus cannot 

adequately cover these less tangible areas yet they are vital if we are to teach ‘real’ 

English.  And finally, brimming with good intentions and brandishing our box of tricks let’s 

also be realistic and admit that we not going to make a huge impact on the English of 

students who will only be with us for, say, two weeks.  Yet by setting ourselves 

achievable goals and constantly asking ourselves ‘What will the students be able to do 

with the English I am teaching them?’ we shall certainly make their time spent in lessons 

extremely worthwhile.  So let’s make the lessons FUN, FUNky and FUNctional for them! 



 



 

Specific written skills 

1. Completion of a simple registration form. 

2. A short description of oneself, a  family member or one’s home (using capital 

letters, apostrophes, commas and full stops). 

3. A postcard home 

 

Language building: 

1. Find other words for these adjectives: great, nice, good , bad, strange, big, 

large, little, small, old, young, interesting, rich, poor, quiet, happy, cold, bright, 

fat, funny, boring. 

2. Short responses in social situations: 

Congratulations!, Good Luck!, Happy Birthday!, Happy anniversary!, all the best!, 

You’re welcome, I’m so sorry, Bless you! etc. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Specific written tasks 

1. Keeping a daily diary (This does not need to be corrected). 

2. A recipe for a national dish. 

3. Completion of a detailed registration form. 

4. An account of a bad dream (using past simple tense). 

5. A short personal letter (with appropriate layout). 

6. Writing telephone messages. 

 

Language building: 

1. British vs American English (Different in grammar, pronunciation, spelling and 

vocabulary) 

2. Idioms related to food e.g. sour grapes; to eat humble pie 



Idioms related to health & wellbeing e.g. to feel up to scratch; to be on cloud 

nine 

3. Phrasal verbs with LOOK e.g. to look for, to look at, to look after, to look out 

Phrasal verbs with TAKE e.g. to take after, to take off, to take in etc. 

4. To have something done e.g. to have the car washed. 





 

 

Specific written tasks: 

1. Draw up a questionnaire entitled: ‘How healthy are you?’ 

2. Write a letter to an ‘Agony Aunt’ requesting advice about a problem.  Write an 

answer to someone advising him/her how to deal with ha problem. 

3. Invent an advertisement for a household product, a beauty product or a car. 

4. Write a set of rules for a named sport. 

5. Love at first sight?  Does this exist? Write half a page about this (using a full range 

of punctuation and connectives). 

 

Language building: 

1. Propositional phrases with in (e.g. in a hurry) by, for, on, without, under, at and 

off. 

2. Verb + -ing or to e.g. I dread giving, I enjoy visiting, I hope to go, she promised to 

meet  

me 

3. Phrasal verbs with GO (e.g. to go out, to go in for, to go along with, to go 

through) 

 PUT (e.g. to put out, to put up with, to put on) 



 COME (e.g. to come round, to come to, to come across) 

 MAKE (e.g. to make off with, to make out, to make for) 

4. Word formation. Forming adjectives from nouns (e.g. emotion – emotional, 

excitement  

 excited) 

 Forming verbs from nouns (eg advertisement – to advertise,  

 persuasion  – to persuade) 

5. Idioms using foreign words e.g. ad nauseam, bête noire, crème del al crème, 

paparazzi 

 involving animals e.g. to let the cat out of the bag, to let sleeping dogs lie 

 relating to people e.g. bimbo, high-flyer, yuppie 

 involving emotions and feelings e.g. to give someone the cold shoulder, to 

get on  

 like a house on fire 

  

6. Topical Acronyms e.g. EU, MP, VE Day 

7. Words which are easily confused (Homophones – same pronunciation, different 

meaning) e.g. allowed/aloud, weather/whether, bear/bare  







Specific written skills: 

1. Write Curriculum Vitae. 

2. An account of the life of someone famous (using a good range of connectives 

and accurate punctuation). 

3. Two contrasting dialogues showing how disagreement can be expresses formally 

and informally. 

4. Short written horoscopes for all signs of the Zodiac. 

5. Re-tell (using indirect speech) how someone tried to force you to handover 

some money outside a nightclub/party. 

6. A formal business letter (e.g. a letter of complaint) with appropriate layout and 

language. 

 

Language building: 

1. Everyday abbreviations explained e.g. etc, RSVP, PS and mph 

2. Foreign and classical terms used in English e.g. alter ego, bête noire, nouveau 

riche, ad hoc, angst 

3. Phrasal verbs with BRING (e.g. to bring back, bring out, bring up, bring about) 

 GET (e.g. to get over, get along with, get out) 

 TURN (e.g. to turn against, turn up, turn to) 

 BREAK (e.g. to break down, break in, break off) 

4. Idioms:  

 Slang e.g. bonkers, iffy, plonk, old banger, wet blanket 

 Idioms which sound funny e.g. mumbo jumbo, fuddy-duddy, hotchpotch, 

gobbledygook, namby-pamby 

 Historical idioms e.g. Hobson’s choice, money for old rope 

5. Common prefixes and suffixes 

6. Word order e.g. one brand new pink Swiss woollen ski hat!  Re-arranging words in 

the right order.  





 



Specific written skills: 

1. Prepare a speech for a debate in which you warn your audience of the effects 

of a planned course of action (e.g. releasing a convicted murder form prison, 

building a motorway near town). 

2. Describe a process (e.g. how tea is made, how wine is produced) using passive 

forms. 

3. Have you ever seen a  work of art/exhibition/unusual portrait etc. which took 

your breath away or which left you cold?  Describe your experience. 

 

Language building: 

 

1. Idioms 

 Using similes and metaphors e.g. as cool as a cucumber, as tick as two short 

planks, a storm in a teacup 

 Using proverbs e.g. once bitten twice shy, one swalloe does not make a summer, 

let sleeping dogs lie 

 Current expressions e.g. DIY, toyboy, nightmare scenario 

2. Looking at negatives of nouns, verbs, adjectives (e.g. negatives with: dis-, mis-, il-, 

ir-, un-, anti- etc) 

3. Review of punctuation rules 

4. Phrasal verbs with 

 DOWN e.g. close down 

 Out e.g. close out 

 Off e.g. lay off 

 Up e.g. shut up 

5. Prepositional phrases e.g. peace with, in time for, in the hope of, in love with 

6. Word formation:  Forming nouns from adjectives e.g. aggressive – aggression 

 Forming nouns from verbs e.g. criticise – criticism 

7. English words/phrases used abroad e.g. le weekend 

8. Common errors in English e.g. its, it’s; whose, who’s; less, fewer; lie and lay etc. 

 

 



Attainment Targets 

Elementary Level 

1. To know what to say when meeting/being introduced to people both in formal 

and informal situations. 

2. To be able to understand basic written and oral questions (in the present simple 

tense) and to respond to these.  To ask someone simple questions about 

him/herself, using appropriate stress and intonation.  To be able to ask for 

help/clarification when a question is not clear. 

3. To understand  range of vocabulary relating to one’s home, family, native 

country and immediate surroundings, both in spoken and written form; to be 

able to talk about these subjects and to write a short description, using simple 

sentences and basic punctuation. 

4. To have no difficulty in communicating requests in shops and to phrase these 

with a suitable level of formality and politeness. 

5. To be able to give a short, appropriate response conveying praise, good wishes 

or sympathy in social situations. 

 

 

Lower Intermediate Level 

 

1. To be able to ask, understand and respond to questions using the present simple, 

present progressive, ‘will’ and ‘going to ‘ future, and past simple tenses (to refer 

to present actions, everyday life and personal history).  To be aware of the 

different future uses of the present simple, present progressive, ‘will’ and ‘going 

to ‘ future tenses.  To be able to discuss recent items in the news using the past 

simple tense; to write a short account with accurate use of the past simple tense, 

basic punctuation and simple/compound sentences. 

2. To be easily understood when requesting travel information, directions to a place 

and help regarding other essential services; to be familiar with a range of setting-

specific vocabulary/phrases and t use these correctly and in context.  To express 

one’s requests with appropriate stress and intonation and with a suitable level of 

formality.  To be able to interpret and discuss written information, for example as 

presented in train timetables. 

3. To have a good understanding of the words and phrases used in menus and 

recipes; to be able to order a meal and comment on the food.  To be able to 

discuss issues/facts related to food, diet, national dishes and eating habits. 

4. To be able to express one’s opinion formally and informally, using expression of 

agreement, disagreement  and indifference with suitable stress and  intonation. 

5. To write a short, personal letter, with appropriate expressions, lay out and 

punctuation. 



 

Intermediate Level 

1. To use English to suggest, advise, instruct and to order i.e. ‘to affect the 

behaviour of others’, both formally and informally and with an awareness of the 

degree of obligation implied.  To be able to understand suggestions made, 

advice offered and rules/instructions given both in spoken and written form. 

2. To be able to discuss issues related to health; to be able to extract general and 

specific information from articles on the subject.  To be able to express 

symptoms, if necessary, to a doctor/dentist and to understand the treatment 

proposed. 

3. To talk or write about an outing/activity/book/situation/social issue, conveying 

the necessary shades of opinion and feeling.  To write an essay on the topic of 

one’s reaction to a specific event, using simple, compound and complex 

sentences, connectives and a full range of punctuation. 

4. To write a semi-formal letter, with appropriate expressions, layout and 

punctuation 

5. To sustain a flow of conversation, responding to questions and interruptions, and 

to follow colloquial dialogues adequately. 

 

Upper Intermediate Level 

1. To be able to sequence events in the past using the past simple and past perfect 

tenses and to use the past continuous and past simple tenses to refer to 

interrupted actions in the past.  To be sensitive to, and know how to, express 

degrees of future certainty and uncertainty, having mastery of the tenses and 

modals necessary to convey these distinctions orally and in writing. 

2. To be able to use a full range of verb tenses and forms to report statements, 

questions, request and commands.  To be aware of when such reporting requires 

changes in verb tenses, pronouns and adverbs and when no changes are 

necessary. 

3. To be able to expand upon and justify one’s opinion when taking part in both a 

formal and an informal discussion; to present one’s arguments in a logical and 

convincing way. 

In writing, to express one’s point of view using clear pronominal reference, a 

variety of sentence types, effective discourse markers and appropriate use of 

punctuation. 

To understand linguistically complex discussions and to be sensitive to subtleties 

of intonation; to be able to write a concise summary of what has been read or 

heard, with few syntactic errors. 



4. To write a formal business letter, with the appropriate layout, phrasing and level 

of formality. 

5. To have the linguistic control to manage conversations in unexpected situations 

where tact, sensitivity or firmness are called for. To be able to manipulate 

language to this end. 

 

Advanced Level 

1. To be sensitive to and express, in written and spoken form, shades of emotion, 

sensation and opinion.  To be able to express personal feelings as well as 

empathy. 

2. To be able to compare and to contrast abstract and concrete subjects, using 

appropriate markers of comparison, contract and concession. 

3.  To be able to discuss cause and effect, taking into account the personal, global 

and ethical implications of actions/situations/problems.  In writing, to use a range 

of verbs, nouns and connectives to mark cause, effect and deduction. 

4. To recognise and use passive forms in all tenses and to be aware of 

situations/contexts where the use of the passive is desirable or effective; for 

example, in media reporting. 

5. To give an objective and subjective appraisal of plays, poems, prose, songs, 

works of art, employing an extensive range of critical vocabulary.  In analysing 

written texts, to be aware of the literal and figurative meaning so the language 

as well as the writer’s purpose. 

6. To be able to give a clear, accurate and detailed presentation on a prepared 

topic, suing complex sentences and few syntactic errors.  To be able to extract 

key information from a general or a specialised article and to express this 

succinctly. 

7. To understand discussions at a high linguistic level and to be able to formulate 

complex questions.  To have no difficulty in following colloquial dialogues 

between native speakers, and to contribute to the conversation effectively and 

naturally. 

 

 
 


